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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, September 5, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema (arrived 7:06 p.m.), D. Nelson, P. Scott, D. White,  

J. Zollinger. 

Members excused: none 

Staff present: V. Donn, Recording Secretary 

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Bruce McLachlan, 4301 Paper Birch Lane, stated his concerns on the proposal to close the boat 

launch at the end of Bunker Hill Road. Zollinger informed there is not a plan to close it.  Currently 

the township does not have the money to make major improvements.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger would like to add under New Business, MI Local Hops.   

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve the agenda with the addition of New Business 

#9 MI Local Hops.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

A.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 08/01/17 and Special Board 08/08/17 

 

Motion by White, seconded by Nelson to approve Board meeting minutes of 08/01/17 and 

Special Board minutes 08/08/17.  Motion carried unanimously. 

               

B.        INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

C.         REPORTS 

a. Clerk – Dye: Reported the audit has been completed by the auditors and year-end financials 

should be finalized by October or November. Acme Township applied for a grant that is giving 

$18,720 for new voting equipment. Acme Township added $5,000 for the additional backup 

needed.  The equipment will be delivered on September 22.  There will not be an election in 

November of this year. 

b. Parks - Zollinger and Jenema: Zollinger informed that it was planned to close Bayside Park for 

construction on the 18th.  The township needed the State’s approval to remove trees and proceed 

ahead with construction bids.  In the search to seek bids, it was determined contractors were not 

available.  The park will remain open until the work can be started.  Jenema informed at the Parks 

and Trails meeting it was suggested to rent out the small building at the southside of the park for 

revenue to offset maintenance costs for the park. Follow up on this option will be discussed at 

another meeting.  

c. Legal Counsel - J. Jocks: Jocks reported he is working with Shawn White on zoning ordinance 

amendments, short-term rentals, signs, special events, medical marihuana ordinances, 41 DEQ 

ACO document, drafts and memos. 

d. Sheriff - Brian Potter:  Zollinger informed Potter is still out on medical leave. 

e. County - Carol Crawford with Grand Traverse County Commissioners: The new GT 

County Administrator has started.  The Veterans Affair Board is looking for a new Director for 

Veteran Affairs.  They are working on a new budget. 
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  f.     Roads –Jason Gillman:  no report 

g.    Farmland Update-Laura Regan:  Zollinger reported in the absence of Laura, bids were sent 

       for assessment work, only two responses have been received.  An update will be given later.                

               h.    GTMESA September report given by Steve Apostal with GT Metro.  Reported a grant 

                      was award by the Tribe for $17,000 to obtain new equipment for GT Metro, some of the 

                      funds may be distributed to Station 8.  Gave report of incidents that had occurred in the 

         township.  Went over programs that included assistance with smoke alarms, car seat  

         inspections, training on fire evacuation and extinguisher use.  

 

  F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 

            

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

         together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

         discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

             1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.    Treasurer’s Report  

               b    Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance sheet 

               c.    North Flight July report 

               d.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                      1.    Planning Commission 08/14/17 

             2.   APPROVAL: 

1.   Accounts Payable Prepaid of $17,880.78 and Current to be approved of $112,608.62 

                          (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 Gordie LaPointe, 6375 Plum Dr., asked for the Treasurer’s Report to be removed. 

 

Motion by White, seconded by Dye to approve Consent Calendar minus Treasurer’s Report. 

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

Gordie LaPointe commented the old treasurer’s report has been removed from the packet. Jenema 

informed an amendment sheet with current changes was now available. 

  

Motion to approve Treasurers Report as presented in Consent Calendar by White, seconded by 

Nelson.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  None 

          

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: Acme Township Emergency Services Special Assessment Levy for 2017  

Presented by Chief Pat Parker from GT Metro.  Zollinger informed there is a new statement with 

updates in the Establishing Emergency Services report with 2.35 mills for Metro’s 2018 budget year.  

Date correction should be by May 15, 2018 money given to Metro and in the Whereas paragraph 

should be 2018 instead of 2016.     

 

Motion for Resolution 27 to support GT Metro 2017 emergency services, by Jenema to approve 

date corrections and reduce police to .075 mills, 2.35 mills fire protection and .325 for 

ambulance, making a 2.75 taxable mill.  Metro’s 2.35 funding to be passed. Seconded by 

Aukerman.  Motion carried by a vote 6 (Aukerman, Dye, Jenema, Nelson, White, Zollinger) in 

favor and 1 opposing (Scott). 

 

Close of Public Hearing at 7:56 p.m. 

 

K. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Resolution 28 - To transfer money to 402 Parks fund for Township portion of matching 

funds  
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Motion by Dye, seconded by Nelson to approve transfer funds from 101 Fund balance to 

the 402 Bayside Park, Capital fund, as part of matching funds for Bayside Park Phase 

II improvements.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

2. Resolution 29 - Bayside Parks fund 402 Capital improvements 

A loan in the amount of $185,000 from the Septage Plant Bond to the Bayside Park Fund.  

Leaving $846 in the Septage Plant Bond.  The loan will be paid back once the funds from the 

state reimbursements are received sometime in 2018. 

 

Motion to approve Resolution 29 Bayside Parks fund 402 Capital loan from Septage 

Bond of $185,000 to be paid back once DNR Grant reimbursements are received by 

Scott, seconded by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

3. Resolution 30 Board of review Poverty Guidelines: Zollinger informed these guidelines are 

needed to protect the township if there is a state law review.  

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Scott.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

 

4. Resolution 31 DPW Budget Amendment to Acme Sewer- Zollinger informed this is a 

budget change at the county level approving the DPW budget.  

 

Motion to approve Resolution 31 the DPW Budget amendment by Dye, seconded by 

Jenema.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call. 

 

 5. Resolution 32 DPW Technical standards for Sewer/Water.   

   

Motion by Jenama to approve resolution 2 DPW Technical Standard Specification and 

construction details for the design and construction of water and sewer lines for the 

township of Acme, seconded by White.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 6. Resolution 33 on Public inspection of records policy 

   

Motion by Nelson to approve Resolution 33 for Public Inspection of Records Policy, 

seconded by Jenema.  All in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 7. Status Police Power Ordinance Medical Marihuana 

There was a brief overview and explanation of licenses. Input and suggestions will be 

discussed at the next meeting after the board has time to review the paperwork. 

 

 8. Project Bills processed as Pre-paid/-request board Approval-Supervisor  

Zollinger has requested approval to pay bills as they are received so not to hold up any 

projects from being completed. 

 

Motion by Scott, seconded by White to approve bill payments of Bayside Park Project 

and Sewer By-pass Project bills that are with in budgeted amounts to be pre-paid.  All 

in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

    

9.  MI Local Hops liquor license application for a microbrewery at the former  

Highpointe Golf Course club house. 

Board’s approval needed to show Acme township is not opposed to their application.  

 

Motion by Nelson to approve the application so MI Local Hops can apply for the 

necessary liquor license, seconded by Jenema.  All in favor, motion carried 

unanimously. 
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 L.        OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Short Term Rentals Police Power ordinance  

 Suggestions were discussed on how to enforce fees to cover township expenses that may 

occur.  Discussion followed regarding the Short Term Rental Ordinance, specifically on the 

types of short term rentals allowed such as Tourist Home and Vacation Home. Discussion 

also included responsibilities of the rental owner such as types of permits and licenses that 

would be required as laid out in the ordinance.  It was agreed that the suggestions, 

recommendations and concerns of Board Members discussed tonight  that Zollinger, Jocks 

and Winter would get together  go over and bring  this back for next meeting.    

2. Status Part 41 /DEQ ACO – Zollinger informed regarding sewer at VGT violation is under 

negotiation with DEQ it is under contract and not yet finalized.  Fine is estimated around 

$2,000 and will be paid out of VGT Escrow.  Zollinger asked for approval to make payment 

if it is sent before the next Board meeting.    

 

Motion for approval to send payment for VGT sewer violation if received before the 

next Board meeting by Aukerman, seconded by Nelson.  Motion carried unanimously 

by roll call.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: None 

 

ADJOURN AT 10:19 p.m. 

 

 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, September 5, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

  

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 08/01/17 and Special Board 08/08/17 

               

D.        INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

E.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks –  

               c.    Legal Counsel – J. Jocks 

               d.    Sheriff – Brian Potter 

               e.    County -Carol Crawford 

               f.     Roads –Jason Gillman 

   g.    Farmland Update-Laura Regan 

               h.    GTMESA September report 

 

  F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  

            

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

         together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

         discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

             1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.    Treasurer’s Report  

               b    Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance sheet 

               c.    North Flight July report 

               d.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                      1.    Planning Commission  08/14/17 

             2.   APPROVAL: 

1.   Accounts Payable Prepaid of $17,880.78 and Current to be approved of $112,608.62 

                          (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

2.        

3.        

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  

          

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: Acme Township Emergency Services Special Assessment Levy for 2017 

 

K. NEW BUSINESS: 

            1. Resolution-Bayside Parks fund 402 Capital improvements 

 2. Resolution- To loan money to fund 402 Bayside park for cash flow 

 3. Resolution Board of review Poverty Guidelines 

 4. Resolution DPW Budget Amendment to Acme Sewer 

 5. Resolution DPW Technical standards for Sewer/Water 

 6. Resolution on Public inspection of records policy 

 7. Status Police Power Ordinance Medical Marihuana 

 8. Project Bills processed as Pre-paid/-request board Approval-Supervisor     

 

 L.        OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Short Term Rentals Police Power ordinance  

2. Status Part 41 /DEQ ACO        

  

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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`     ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

               6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

            Tuesday, August 1, 2017 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at  

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye, A. Jenema, D. Nelson, P. Scott, D. White,  J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: None 

  Staff present:     None          

            

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT:   None   
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Zollinger would like to add two items to the agenda under Old Business #5 Recording Secretary and #6 

Deepwater Pt. pathways. 

 

Motion by Jenema, seconded by Scott to approve the agenda with the addition of Old Business #5 

Recording Secretary and #6 Deepwater Point pathways.  Motion carried unanimously. 

             
 

C.     APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 07/11/17 

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White to approve Board meeting minutes of 07/11/17.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

     

D.     INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  None     

 

E.     REPORTS:  

1. Clerk – Dye: Reported the Clerk’s office has been working on a possible disinterment in the Yuba Cemetery   

and learning all that it involves.   

Gabridge & Co will be in the Acme Township hall beginning August 15th to start the year-end audit. 

2. Parks – Zollinger:  Reported on the necessary No Swimming postings at parks because of the tested E.coli   

levels and that they change every day.  

Also the   number of Saylor Park Boat Launch Passes sold as of today is around 270 and the daily passes have   

brought in about $1,800.00. 

3. Legal Counsel – No report 

4. Sheriff -  Potter 

Zollinger informed that Potter is still on medical leave.  There is a traffic report on the table tonight.  The 

speed sign can still be checked from the office location.  Zollinger will be checking on the bill because of 

Potters absence.  

5. County – Carol Crawford reported on Grand Traverse County Commissioners decision to replace County 

Administrator and the candidate turned it down.  The Commissioners are still considering someone for this 

position.   Carol also reported on the County managing of their IT and that County’s yearend audit ended with  

$2.8 mil to the good. 

6. Farmland -Laura Rigan from GT Regional Land Conservancy, the Farmland Protection Specialist 

reported on farms located in Acme Township that are being considered for this program.  The three parcels 

under review are:  Jack & Barbara White, Cap Farms and Cherries R Da Berries LLC Farm.  Laura discussed 

the steps and funding of the Farmland Preservation program. 
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F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS: 

G.  Metro Fire proposed 2018 Budget timeline-Parker reviewed the report presented to the Board with the dates 

involving the process of final approval along with budgeted revenue and expenditures, allocations based on 

taxable value – 2.35 looking at previous and current year.  Parker explained assumptions and issues for the 2018 

Budget. This was followed by Board discussion and questions.   

H.  

I.            1          Mion by .   1 1.  

 G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together    

      one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for discussion later in the  

      agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

1.       RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a. Treasurer’s Report  

b. CClerks Revenue/Expenditure Report  and Balance Sheet 

c. Recycle Smart “ Learn Before You Burn” 

d. Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

1.     Planning Commission 07/10/17 

              2.        APPROVAL: 

  a.         Accounts Payable Prepaid of $10,852.42 and Current to be approved of $65,394.30 

            (Recommend approval: Cathy Dye, Clerk) 

 

   H.        ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR:  None 

 

Motion by Scott, Seconded by Nelson to approve consent calendar as presented.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call vote.                 

                 
 

     I.         CORRESPONDENCE:  Received and Filed 

                 1.       “Conservation Resource Alliance” letter 

                   

   

J.    PUBLIC HEARING: None 

  

K.    NEW BUSINESS: 

                1.     Resolution to approve contract for DNR Bayside Phase 2    
Board discussed approving a Resolution for the DNR contract for Bayside Phase 2 and with much 

discussion about whether the Board sign the Resolution at this time or wait until a letter of commitment 

from the Land Conservancy is received. Land Conservancy agreed to commit $200,000.00 and Acme 

Township $100,000.00 making the match total of $300,000.00. for this project. The Board agreed to put 

this Resolution on hold until a letter is received from Glenn Chown confirming the agreed commitment 

from Land Conservancy for this project.  Zollinger will be contacting Glenn Chown regarding this letter. 

    

       L.      OLD BUSINESS:                     

                  1.      Short term rentals police power ordinance 

 This ordinance is being presented to the Board for review. Next month Shawn Winter will attend the 

September Board meeting to address any questions the Board may have.   

 

                  2.      Lease agreement with Metro Fire Station 8 

 Zollinger informed the Board that he and Jeff Jocks are working on the language for the Metro Fire 

Station 8 Lease agreement.  Some changes are needed and once this is completed he will bring back to 

the Board. 

 

                  3.       Status Acme water directions – Supervisor 

 Zollinger brought back to the board the work put together on Acme Township water options which 

was presented to the Board at the May 9th meeting.  Discussion by the Board followed. At this time, 

Zollinger suggesting Acme Township have Gosling Czubak look at the Hope Village wells which 
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Acme owns and see if they are capable of pumping volumes needed to provide for additional users. 

Once this is looked at we will also look for a site to build a stand pipe to hold water to improve 

pressure to meet system requirements.  More Discussion was held in lite of no firm commitment from 

East Bay Water Company (Tribal system) to extend their water services to the Acme Village property 

area and beyond. The Board directed Supervisor Zollinger to proceed with having Gosling Czubak 

review the existing water system at Hope Village and report back. 

 

                  4.      “Adopt-A-Bench” program for Acme Township 

Jenema informed the Board of what is involved with the “Adopt-A-Bench” program located in the 

Bayside Park.  There are people who are interested in becoming Sponsors.  A decision from the Board 

is necessary for the Sponsor dollar portion and color of the bench to be used.  Because the plaque 

expense is subject to the Sponsor portion Jenema is asking the Board to approve the Sponsor amount 

of $1,500.00 and make a final decision on the color.  Board discussion followed.  

 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by White moving forward with the color green and $1,500.00 

Sponsor amount.  Motion carried unanimously with a roll call vote. 

 

5.        Recording Secretary 

Dye informed the Board that Personnel Committee met August 1st to review resumes and will 

interview August 2nd for Recording Secretary. Would the Board agree to hire this Recording 

Secretary if the Personnel Committee agrees unanimously on this person? 

 

Motion by Jenema, Seconded by Scott to allow Personnel Committee to hire Recording 

Secretary if they were to have a unanimous agreement after interview.  Motion carried 

unanimously by a roll call vote. 

 

 6.       Pathways on Deepwater Point 

The Board discussed the visited pathways on Deepwater Point.  It was reported that of the 4 pathways 

the 2 southern pathways need some cleanup and possibly some wood chips on pathway to define path. 

The neighbors on the pathways requiring clean up would be notified. Volunteers like the Boy Scouts 

may want to do this clean up.  Zollinger presented some 4”x4” signs with “Acme Twp Boundaries” to 

be posted in the pathways, all Board members agreed.         

 

 

      PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  None 

. 

      ADJOURN AT 9:10 



  DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, August 8, 2017 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

 

  Members present: J. Aukerman, C. Dye,  P. Scott, D. White,  J. Zollinger 

  Members excused: A. Jenema, D. Nelson 

  Staff present:              None 

 

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

Motion by White, seconded by Aukerman to approve agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  

  

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  None 

 

 

D. NEW BUSINESS: 

1.    Resolution to approve contract for DNR Bayside Phase II 

Zollinger presented Resolution #R-2017-26 for DNR Bayside Park Phase II this resolution will 

allow Supervisor Zollinger to sign the Grant agreement. Also acknowledgement of letter received 

from GTRLC, Glen Chown for their committed pledge to provide $200,000 of matching funds 

for this project.  Discussion followed. 

 

Motion made by White and seconded by Dye to approve Resolution #R-2017-26 to support 

acceptance of Michigan DNR Trust Fund Grant for Bayside Park Improvements with 

correction of August 8th meeting date.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  None 

 

 

Adjourn at 5:10 p.m.. 









































































































DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

                        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL:  

Members present: B. Balentine (Secretary), D. White, K. Wentzloff (Chair), D. Rosa, M. Timmins, D. 

VanHouten 

Members excused: S. Feringa (Vice Chair) 

Staff present: S. Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator, J. Jocks, Legal Counsel, J. Iacoangeli, Planner, 

                        V. Donn, Recording Secretary 

 

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Timmons motioned to approve the agenda. Support by White. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

D. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

1. None 

 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR  

1. RECEIVE AND FILE 

 Township Board Draft Minutes 07/11/17 

 Township Board Special Meeting Draft Minutes 08/01/17 

2. ACTION: 

 Adopt Planning Commission Minutes 07/10/17 

 

Motioned by Timmons to approve the Consent Calendar, Receive and File, second by Ballentine.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

F. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. ____None___________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

 

G. CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. S. Winter - County Planning Awards Banquet, deadline October 6, 2017 for nomination forms. 

 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
1. None 

 

I. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Planning Commission Elections  

 

Wentzloff opens nominations.  Balentine nominated Wentzloff for Chair. Wentzloff accepted. Roll Call 

Vote, Motion carried unanimously.  Timmins nominated Feringa for Vice Chair. Roll Call Vote, Motion 

carried unanimously. White nominated Timmins for Secretary. Timmins accepted.  Roll Call Vote, 

Motion carried unanimously. 

ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

August 14th, 2017 7:00 p.m. 
 



DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Special Use Permit 2017-03 – Archangel Greek Orthodox Church, 7111 US-31 N  

 

Fr. Ciprian Streza, with Traverse City Greek Orthodox Mission Church, 7331 Deepwater Point Rd., 

Williamsburg and Mark Hamitz with Cornwell Architects, 401 E. Front St., Traverse City, gave overview 

with renderings of church and landscaping. Discussion with questions were addressed. 

Completed documents for parking lot variance, treed islands, landscaping plan, GT County Environmental 

Health permit, storm water system edits, signage, and photometric plan details will all need to be submitted 

to S. Winters prior to the next Planning Commission Meeting.  Suggested date for Public Hearing to be set 

for September 11, 2017, any outstanding items will be keep the public hearing open before making 

recommendations to Board of Trustees. Concerns of times and type of night lighting were discussed.  Mark 

Hamitz will include renderings of the church and ground’s lighting to meet the township ordinance.  

 

Motion by Timmins to set a public hearing for September 11, 2017 to review Special Use Permit application 

SUP 2017-03 to consider recommending approval of a 12,385 square foot church building submitted by the 

Applicant Mark Humitz on behalf of the TC Greek Orthodox Mission Church to be located at 7111 US-31 

N, Williamsburg, MI 49690. Prior to the public hearing date, the Applicant shall resubmit amended plans 

and/or submit the necessary documents to include: 

 

1. A variance by the Zoning Board of Appeals to allow the parking to be located in the front and side 

yard, as opposed to the rear and side yard, and for the landscaping requirements. 

 

2. A well and septic permit issued by the Grand Traverse County Environmental Health Department. 

 

3. An updated parking plan that reflects the tree island, buffering, landscaping, screening, refuse 

receptable, and snow storage requirements of §7.5.4 

 

4. A landscape plan meeting the requirements of §7.5.6, or the standards approved through a variance 

by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

5. An updated storm water control plan the meets the requirements of the Storm Water Control 

Ordinance, as reviewed by Gosling Czubak. 

 

6. An updated photometric plan that includes intended architectural lighting, intened hours of exterior 

lighting, and method of which the exterior lighting will be controlled, and/or minimized when not in 

use. 

 

7. A sign plan that conforms with §7.4 (recommended) 

 

Support by Rosa.  Motion carried unanimously.    

 

J. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Short-Term Rental Draft Ordinance (v3) 

 

Review of Short-Term Rental Ordinance.  Winter will begin drafting the necessary zoning ordinance 

amendments to reflect the short-term rental ordinance. 

 

2. Medical Marihuana Ordinance  

 

Discussion held on medical marihuana facilities, growers, transporters, processors and number of permits.  

J. Jocks (Counsel) will provide draft with changes to be included for Medical Marihuana Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment. 



DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

Motion by Rosa to set a Medical Marihuana Zoning Ordinance Amendment Public Hearing for September 

11, 2017. Support by Timmins.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Timmins to send Board of Trustees Medical Marihuana Ordinance to review.  Support by 

Balentine.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

K. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS 

1. Zoning Administrator Report – Shawn Winter reported Pro Fireworks has purchased the former 

Dollar General Store and Four Seasons Sunroom Buildings.  

2. Planning Consultant Report – John Iacoangeli -none 

3. Township Board Report – Doug White -none 

4. Parks & Trails Committee Report – Marcie Timmins - none 

 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn by Timmins, support by Balentine.  Meeting adjourned at 8:48.                              































































ACME TOWNSHIP 

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES RESOLUTION #R-2017- ____ 

PUBLIC INSPECTION OF RECORDS POLICY 

September 5, 2017 

 
 

At a regular meeting of the Acme Township Board of Trustees held on 

September 5, 2017, the Acme Township Board of Trustees, on a motion made 

by _______, and seconded by ________ ____passed the following resolution to 

approve Public Inspection of Records Policy. 

Whereas, the Public Inspection of Records Policy provides a policy for public 

body to inspect and copy public records in lieu of customary business hours 

per MCL 211.10a and comply with AMAR requirements. 

 

Whereas, the MCL 211.10a part of the General Property Tax Act, requires that: 

“all property assessment rolls and property appraisal cards shall be available 

for inspection and copying during the customary business hours.” 

 

Whereas, the responding township official and/or authorized individual shall 

allow such inspection at an agreed upon day and time between the hours of 

9:00 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. 

 

Now therefore be it be resolved the Acme Township Board of Trustees 

approve the Public Inspection of Records Policy for Acme Township as formally 

laid out on the attached page.   

 

  Township Board members present:  

   Absent:  

  Upon roll call, the following vote was cast: 

  Aye:   

  Nay:   

  Abstaining:  
 

    
Jay B. Zollinger          Cathy Dye 
Acme Township Supervisor        Acme Township Clerk 
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ACME TOWNSHIP MEDICAL MARIHUANA LICENSING ORDINANCE 

 

 

1.  Title 
This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Acme Township Medical Marihuana Licensing Ordinance.  

 

2. Purpose 
The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate and license the conduct of activity pursuant to the Michigan 

Medical Marihuana Act, Public Act 1 of 2008 as amended, the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing 

Act, Public Act 281 of 2016 as amended, and the Marihuana Tracking Act, Public Act 282 of 2016 as 

amended (the Acts) in order to: 

A) Protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public. 

B) Establish a set of rules and regulations which are fair and equitable for those interested in 

establishing Medical Marihuana Facilities in compliance with the Acts: 

C) Provide reasonable regulation pursuant to the Acme Township general police power granted to 

townships by the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and the Township Ordinances Act, MCL 41.181 

et seq. 

 

Acme Township does not intend that registration and regulation under this ordinance be constructed as a 

finding that such businesses and activities are legal under federal law. By requiring registration and 

compliance with requirements as provided in this ordinance, Acme Township intends to protect, to the 

extent possible, the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of and visitors to Acme Township 

from harm that may result from the activities of persons who unilaterally or on the advice of their own 

attorney determine that they may legally operate a business involved in the cultivation, possession, use, 

manufacture, distribution, transport, processing or dispensing of medical marihuana.  

 

Nothing in this ordinance is intended to grant, nor shall it be construed as granting, immunity from 

criminal prosecution, for cultivation, possession, use, manufacture, distribution, transport, processing or 

dispensing of medical marihuana not in strict compliance with the Acts. 

 

This ordinance permits authorization for certain activities based on the Acts. Nothing in this ordinance 

shall be construed as allowing persons to engage in conduct that endangers others or causes a public 

nuisance, or to allow use, cultivation, possession, use, manufacture, distribution, transport, processing or 

dispensing of medical marihuana not in strict accordance with the express authorization of the Act and 

this ordinance; and, nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to undermine or provide immunity from 

federal law as it may be enforced by the federal or state government relative to the cultivation, 

distribution, or use of marihuana. Thus, the authorization of activity, and the approval of a license under 

this ordinance shall not have the effect of superseding or nullifying federal law applicable to the 

cultivation, use, and possession of marihuana, and all applicants and grantees of licenses are on notice that 

they may be subject to prosecution and civil penalty, including forfeiture of property.  

 

 

3. Legal Basis 
This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the statutory authority granted by MCL 41.181 et seq authorizing 

the Acme Township to adopt licensing ordinances and regulations to secure the public health, safety and 

general welfare. 
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4. Definitions 

For purposes of this ordinance, terms and words defined by the Acts shall have the same meaning as 

provided those Acts. 

 

Additionally, certain terms and words used herein shall have the following meaning: 

A) Act means the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, Public Act 1 of 2008 as amended, the Medical 

Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, Public Act 281 of 2016, and the Marihuana Tracking Act, 

Public Act 282 of 2016, and all related Michigan Administrative Rules, as amended. 

B) Applicant means a person who applies for a license under this ordinance and includes an officer, 

director, and managerial employee of the applicant and a person who holds any direct or indirect 

ownership interest in the applicant. 

C) Licensee means a person holding a license from Acme Township r under this ordinance and also 

holding a state operating license. 

D) Medical Marihuana means marihuana grown, used, or transferred for “medical use” as defined by 

the Acts. 

E) Medical Marihuana Grower means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in Acme 

Township that cultivates, dries, trims, or cures and packages marihuana for sale to a processor or 

provisioning center. 

F) Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in 

Acme Township that purchases marihuana from a grower or processor and sells, supplies, or 

provides marihuana to registered qualifying patients. Provisioning center includes any commercial 

property where marihuana is sold at retail to registered qualifying patients or registered primary 

caregivers. A noncommercial location used by a primary caregiver to assist a qualifying patient 

connected to the caregiver through the department’s marihuana registration process in accordance 

with the Michigan medical marihuana act is not a provisioning center for purposes of this 

ordinance. 

G) Medical Marihuana Facility means a location at which a license holder is licensed to operate 

under this ordinance. 

H) Medical Marihuana Processor means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in this state 

that purchases marihuana from a grower and that extracts resin from the marihuana or creates a 

marihuana-infused product for sale and transfer in packaged form to a provisioning center. 

I) Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility means a licensee that is a commercial entity that 

receives marihuana from a marihuana facility or registered primary caregiver, tests it for 

contaminants and for tetrahydrocannabinol and other cannabinoids, returns the test results, and 

may return the marihuana to the marihuana facility. 

J) Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in 

this state that stores marihuana and transports marihuana between marihuana facilities for a fee. 

K) Person means an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, limited 

partnership, limited liability partnership, limited liability limited partnership, trust, or other legal 

entity. 

 

5. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Grower 

Medical Marihuana Grower shall comply at all times with the following: 
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1) A Medical Marihuana Grower shall comply at all times with the Acts and Administrative Rules, as 

they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Grower shall have at all times a valid license from the State Medical 

Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) No Distribution of Medical Marihuana to any Primary Caregiver or Qualifying Patient may take 

place at a Medical Marihuana Grower. 

4) A Medical Marihuana Grower’s may grow no more marihuana plants than allowed pursuant to its 

license from the State Medical Marihuana Licensing Board for one of the following classes: 

a. Class A – 500 marihuana plants 

b. Class B – 1,000 marihuana plants 

c. Class C -- 1,500 marihuana plants 

5) A Medical Marihuana Grower may only sell marihuana seeds or marihuana plants to a grower by 

means of a secure transporter pursuant to the Acts. 

6) A Medical Marihuana Grower may sell marihuana, other than seeds to a processor or provisioning 

center by means of a secure transporter pursuant to the Acts. 

7)  Until December 31, 2021, a Medical Marihuana Grower must have, or have as an active 

employee an individual who has, a minimum of 2 years’ experience as a registered primary 

caregiver.   

8) A Grower may not be a registered primary caregiver and may not employ a registered primary 

caregiver. 

9) All marihuana plants or products must be contained within the Medical Marihuana Grower in an 

enclosed, locked facility that restricts and prevents access by any persons other that those allowed 

and meets all state requirements.  

10) Any artificial lighting must be shielded to prevent glare and light trespass and must not be visible 

from neighboring properties, adjacent streets or public right of ways. 

11) All activities shall be conducted so as not to create or permit trespass of spillage of dust, glare, 

sound, noise, vibrations, fumes, odors, or light, onto neighboring properties, adjacent streets or 

public right of ways. 

12) All activities shall be conducted so as not to be visible in any way from neighboring properties, 

adjacent streets of public right of ways. 

 

6. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center 

A Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center shall comply at all times with the following: 

1) A Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center shall comply at all times with the Acts and 

Administrative Rules, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center shall have at all times a valid license from the State 

Medical Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Provisioning Center may only purchase or transfer medical marihuana from a grower or 

processor and may only sell or transfer medical marihuana to a qualifying patient or registered 

primary caregiver. 

4) A Provisioning Center may transfer medical marihuana to or from a safety compliance facility for 

testing. 

5) All transfers to or from a separate marihuana facility must be by means of a secure transporter. 

6) A Provisioning Center may only sell or transfer medical marihuana to a qualifying patient or 

primary caregiver after the medical marihuana has been tested and bears the label required for 

retail sale. 
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7) No use of medical marihuana shall be allowed at a Provisioning Center. 

8) A Provisioning Center shall not allow a physician to conduct a medical examination or issue a 

medical certification document on its premises for the purpose of obtaining a registry 

identification card. 

 

7. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Processor  

A Medical Marihuana Processor shall comply at all times with the following: 

1) A Medical Marihuana Processor shall comply at all times with the Acts and Administrative Rules, 

as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Processor shall have at all times a valid license from the State Medical 

Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Processor may only purchase marihuana from a grower and may only sell marihuana-infused 

products or marihuana to a Provisioning Center. 

4) A Processor may only transfer medical marihuana by means of a secure transporter. 

5) Until December 31, 2021, a Processor must have, or have as an active employee, an individual 

who has, a minimum of 2 years’ experience as a registered primary caregiver.   

6) A Processor may not be a registered primary caregiver and may not employ a registered primary 

caregiver. 

 

8. Regulations for Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter 

A Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter shall comply at all times with the following: 

1) A Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter shall comply at all times with the Acts and 

Administrative Rules, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Secure Transporter shall have at all times a valid license from the State 

Medical Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Secure Transporter may store and transport marihuana and money associated with the purchase 

or sale of marihuana between marihuana facilities for a fee upon request of a person with legal 

custody of that marihuana or money.   

4) A Secure Transporter man not transport to a registered qualifying patient or to a registered primary 

caregiver. 

5) No Secure Transporter or investor therein may have an interest in a Grower, Processor, 

Provisioning Center or Safety Compliance Facility. 

6) No Secure Transporter or investor therein may be a registered qualifying patient or a registered 

primary caregiver. 

7) A Secure Transporter is subject to administrative inspection by a law enforcement officer at any 

point during the transportation of marihuana to determine compliance with the act. 

 

9.  Regulations for Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility 

1) A Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility shall comply at all times with the Acts and 

Administrative Rules, as they may be amended from time to time. 

2) A Medical Marihuana Safety Compliance Facility shall have at all times a valid license from the 

State Medical Marihuana Licensing Board created by the Acts. 

3) A Safety Compliance Facility may receive marihuana from, test marihuana for, and return 

marihuana to only a medical marihuana facility.   

4) A Safety Compliance Facility must be accredited or have a variance pursuant to the Acts. 
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5) No Safety Compliance Facility owner or investor may have an interest in a Grower, Secure 

Transporter, Processor, or Provisioning Center. 

6) A Safety Compliance Facility must have a secured laboratory space that cannot be accessed by the 

general public. 

 

10. License  Required 

No Medical Marihuana Facility, whether proposed, or existing at time of enactment of this ordinance, 

shall be permitted within Acme Township unless such location shall have obtained a current License 

under this ordinance as follows: The exact location of a Facility used for the Medical Marihuana including 

the space within a building so used shall be clearly identified on the License; 

1) The License requirement applies to all  Medical Marihuana Facilities that are proposed or existing 

on the effective date of this ordinance. 

2) Issuance of a License does not waive any other licensing and permitting requirement imposed by 

any other state or local law. 

3) A License shall be valid for the calendar year in which it is issued, unless revoked for violation(s), 

in which case it is considered to be null and void.   

4) No License is transferable or assignable to any other person or location 

 

11.  License Application  

Any License issued under this ordinance is specific to the licensed person and location.. Any change in 

ownership in any manner and any change in location requires a new license.   Applicants shall make 

application to the Zoning Administrator and applications shall include the following: 

1) The address and legal description of the premises which is to be used as a Medical Marihuana 

Facility.  . 

2) Describe the Facility, and all enclosed, locked areas within the Facility as required by Michigan 

law.  , . 

3) If a Provisioning Center, describe all locations in the premises where the sale or transfer to a shall 

take place. 

4)  If a Grower, specify the Class under which the Grower seeks the license.  Include a statement 

attesting and consenting that all activities will be conducted so as not to create or permit trespass 

or spillage of dust, glare, sounds, noise, vibrations, fumes, odors, or light, onto neighboring 

properties, adjacent streets or public right of ways. 

5) Include a statement attesting and consenting that all artificial lighting must and will be shielded to 

prevent glare and light trespass and must not and will not be visible, from neighboring properties, 

adjacent streets or public right of ways. 

6) The name and address of all owners of the real property where the Medical Marihuana Facility is 

located, including a statement by each owner attesting to their knowledge, understanding, and 

approval of such activity upon their property. 

7) Name, address, and other contact information of all Applicants as defined above. A statement 

attesting whether an Applicant has been indicted for, charged with, arrested for, or convicted of, 

pled guilty or nolo contendere to, forfeited bail concerning any criminal offense under the laws of 

any jurisdiction, either felony or controlled substance related misdemeanor, not including traffic 

violations, regardless of whether the offense has been reversed on appeal or otherwise, including 

the date, the name and location of the court, arresting agency, and prosecuting agency, the case 

caption, the docket number, the offense, the disposition, and the location and length of 

incarceration. 
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8) Documentation demonstrating that the proposed Medical Marihuana Facility meets the 

requirements of all other local, state and federal ordinances and codes, including those for Metro 

Emergency Services and Grand Traverse County. 

9) Payment of a non-refundable License fee, which shall be determined by resolution of the Acme 

Township Board.  

 

12.  License Standards 

The standards for approval of all Medical Marihuana Facilities are as follows: 

1) The Facility complies with zoning. 

2)  A Medical Marihuana Grower’s Facility shall occur inside of an enclosed, locked facility within 

the confines of a building, and such activities shall occur only in locations not visible to the public 

and adjoining uses. 

3) The Application meets all requirements found in this Licensing Ordinance. 

4) An Applicant shall meet all requirements found in the Acts, including issuance of a State license. 

5) The Applicant has signed and sworn that the Applicant has not knowingly submitted an 

Application containing false information.  

 

13. Renewal or Amendment to License 

The same procedures for application for and issuance of a new License shall apply to renewal, or 

amendment, of an existing License, subject also to the following: 

1) To renew an existing License, the Licensee shall submit an application with full supporting 

documentation, in the same manner and degree as is required to apply for a new License, no 

sooner than ninety (90) days before the expiration date and no later than sixty (60) days before the 

expiration date. 

2) An amended application shall be submitted when there is a change in any information the 

applicant was required to provide in the most recent application on file. 

3) An application to change the location of an existing License shall require a new application, with 

full supporting documentation, must meet all requirements, and shall be processed in the same 

manner as provided for the issuance of a new License.  

4) The Applicant or existing Licensee has used the property or land in accordance with any prior 

approved application for that property. 

 

14. License Revocation 

1) A License issued under this ordinance shall be revoked for any of the following violations: 

a. Any person required to be named on the application for the  License is convicted of or 

found responsible for violation of any provision of this ordinance; 

b. The application contains any misrepresentation or omission of any material fact, or false or 

misleading information, or the applicant has provided Acme Township with any other false 

or misleading information; 

c. Marihuana is transferred or otherwise Distributed on the premises in violation of this 

ordinance or any other applicable state of local law, rule or regulation; 

d. The Facility is operated or is operating in violation of the specifications of the License, or 

any additional applicable conditions or approvals from Acme Township, Grand Traverse 

County, or the State of Michigan. 

 

2) The procedure for revocation shall be as follows: 
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a. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a notice to the Licensee, in writing through certified 

mail, that the Township intends to revoke the License. 

b. The Licensee may request a hearing before the Township Board to show cause as to why 

the License should not be revoked within fourteen (14) days of service of the notice.   

c. If a hearing is timely requested, then the Zoning Administrator shall inform the Licensee, 

and Township Board of the time and place of the hearing.   

d. The Licensee may present evidence and reasons arguing why the License should not be 

revoked.  The Township Board shall review and either revoke the License or allow the 

License to continue. 

 

15. Revocation Not Exclusive Penalty 

Nothing in this ordinance shall be deemed to prohibit Acme Township from imposing other penalties 

authorized by this code or other ordinances, including filing a public nuisance action or any other legal 

action in a court of competent jurisdiction.  

 

16. Civil Infraction 

Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to 

be responsible for a municipal civil infraction as defined by Michigan statute which shall be punishable 

by a civil fine for each violation in accordance with the schedule set forth herein, along with costs which 

may include all expenses, direct or indirect, which the  Township incurs in connection with the municipal 

civil infraction. A violator of this ordinance shall also be subject to such additional sanctions and judicial 

orders as are authorized under Michigan law. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a 

separate violation of this ordinance. The Acme Township Zoning Administrator may issue appearance 

ticket citations for violations of this ordinance. The provisions of this ordinance may also be enforced by 

suit for injunctive relief.  

 

17. Civil Fines for Municipal Infractions 

Civil fines for municipal civil infractions under this ordinance shall be assessed in accordance with the 

following schedule: 

         Fine and Suspension 

1st violation within a 3-year period     $ 500.00 

2nd violation within a 3-year period     $1000.00   

3rd violation within a 3-year period     $2000.00  

 

18. Severability 

The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if any clause, sentence, word, 

section or provision is declared void or unenforceable for any reason by any court of competent 

jurisdiction, it shall not affect any portion of this ordinance other than said part or portion thereof. 
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TOWNSHIP OF ACME 1 
GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 2 

 3 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL ORDINANCE 4 

ORDINANCE NO: 2017-01 5 
 6 

ARTICLE 1: OVERVIEW 7 

 8 

Section 1.1: Title 9 

This Ordinance shall be known as the Acme Township Short-Term Rental Ordinance, referenced within as 10 
“Ordinance”. 11 

 12 

Section 1.2:  Findings 13 

The Acme Township Board of Trustees declares the following findings:  14 

a. The Township staff, elected and appointed officials have received complaints involving excess 15 
noise, litter, disorderly conduct, overcrowding, traffic, congestion, parking, and safety associated 16 
with short-term rentals. 17 

b. The transitory nature of occupants of short-term rentals makes continued enforcement and 18 
administration of existing ordinances against the occupants difficult. 19 

c. Short-term rentals provide a community benefit by contributing to a variety of lodging facilities 20 
for guests to utilize, supporting the local economy by increasing the number of visitors to the area, 21 
and assisting owners of short-term rentals by providing revenue which may be used for 22 
maintenance upgrades and deferred costs.  23 

d. The Township wishes to preserve and maintain the residential character of the community and 24 
quality of life for all residents. 25 

e. The provisions of this Ordinance are necessary to prevent the continued burden placed upon 26 
county and township services and impacts on residents posed by short-term rentals. 27 

 28 

Section 1.3:  Purpose 29 

This Ordinance is intended to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of all the 30 
citizens of Acme Township by requiring the registration and permitting of short-term renting of single-31 
family and duplex dwelling units. 32 

 33 

Section 1.4:  Applicability 34 

All requirements, regulations and standards imposed by this Ordinance are intended to apply in addition 35 
to any other applicable requirements, regulations and standards imposed elsewhere in other ordinances 36 
of the Township, including the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance. Further, this Ordinance does not affect 37 
additional requirements placed on use of property (or a portion thereof) imposed by deeds, associations 38 
or rental agreements. 39 
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Section 1.5:  Definitions 1 

Bedroom: A separate room with a door, closet, and window that is used or intended to be used 2 
specifically for sleeping purposes.  A bedroom must be a habitable space not be less than seventy 3 
(70) square feet, not less than seven (7) feet in one dimension, not located in an attic or basement 4 
without egress meeting standards in applicable building, residential and fire codes, and not a room 5 
by design intended to serve another purpose such as a kitchen, dining area, den, family rooms or 6 
living rooms.   7 

Dwelling Unit: A building or portion thereof designed exclusively for residential occupancy by one 8 
family, and having cooking facilities. 9 

Dwelling, Duplex: A single building with two dwelling units designed for or occupied exclusively by 10 
two families living independent of each other. 11 

Dwelling, Single-Family: A detached dwelling unit designed for the exclusive occupancy by a single 12 
family. 13 

Extenuating Circumstances: Conditions under which a violation of this Ordinance has occurred that 14 
may include a) committed by a non-renter and the renter(s) attempted to prevent or halt the 15 
violation, b) resulted from an act of nature, c) other circumstances that the property owner or local 16 
agent could not reasonably anticipate and prevent, and could not reasonably control.  17 

Good Visitor Guidelines: A document prepared by the Township Zoning Administrator that includes:  18 

1. A summary of the following Acme Township Ordinances and all applicable penalties:  19 

a. Consumer Fireworks Ordinance [2016-01] 20 

b. Fire Prevention Ordinance [2015-01] 21 

c. Refuse Collection Ordinance [2011-01]  22 

d. Junk Ordinance [2005-04] 23 

e. Noise Ordinance [2005-03]  24 

f. Trespass Ordinance [87-2] 25 

2. A reminder that the short-term rental may be operating in a residential neighborhood and 26 
that the neighbors may not be vacationing. 27 

3. A reminder that the short-term rental may be operating in an agricultural district and that 28 
necessary agricultural activities may take place that are protected under the Michigan Right 29 
to Farm Act (Public Act 93 of the Public Acts of 1981)  30 

4. A statement informing the occupant(s) that neighboring property owners may contact the 31 
local agent, sheriff’s department, Township, or Township designee to report any issues 32 
relating to the property.  33 

Local Agent: An individual designated to oversee the short-term rental of a dwelling unit in 34 
accordance with this Ordinance. The local agent shall respond to calls from renters, concerned 35 
citizens, and representatives of the Township, live or maintain a place of business within thirty (30) 36 
miles of the dwelling unit, be available twenty-four (24) hours a day while the short-term rental 37 
property is occupied, and respond within sixty (60) minutes to any issues that may arise. A property 38 
owner who meets these criteria may be the local agent.  39 
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Occupant: Any individual living in, sleeping in, or having possession of a dwelling unit, or portion 1 
thereof pursuant to a rental agreement. This does not include children under the age of five (5) or 2 
guests who are visiting between the hours of 8:00 am and 11:00 pm. 3 

Owner: The person or entity that holds legal or equitable title to the property (or portion thereof) 4 
used as a short-term rental.  5 

Parking Space: An improved, designated area on the property where a short-term rental operates 6 
that is legally available for the occupants to park motorized vehicles and trailers. This may include 7 
garages, carports, parking bays and driveways. This does not include yards and street right-of-ways. 8 

Short-Term Rental: The commercial use of renting a dwelling unit, or portion thereof, for a period of 9 
time less than thirty-one (31) consecutive calendar days.  This does not include approved bed and 10 
breakfast establishments, hotels/motels, tenant housing, or campgrounds.  11 

Special Event: Outdoor parties, lawn parties, weddings, family reunions, bachelor/bachelorette 12 
parties, or other similar gatherings that exceed the maximum number of occupants allowed.  13 

Tourist Home: A short-term rental operation in which a portion of a dwelling unit is rented out where 14 
the owner of the property resides full-time in the dwelling unit and is primarily present at the time 15 
of occupation.   16 

Vacation Home: A short-term rental operation in which the entire dwelling unit is rented out without 17 
the property owner residing at the dwelling unit at the time of occupation.   18 

 19 

Section 1.6:  Severability 20 

If any section, provision, or clause of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or 21 
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining portions or application of this 22 
Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid portion or application. 23 

 24 

 25 

ARTICLE 2: GENERAL STANDARDS 26 

The following standards shall apply to all short-term rentals: 27 

 28 

Section 2.1:  Permit 29 

All short-term rentals shall be required to register with, and be permitted by the Township. Permits shall:  30 

a. Be valid for one calendar year, 31 

b. Be required for each short-term rental unit,  32 

c. Be issued prior to advertising a short-term rental, 33 

d. Not transfer with the sale of the property, or be transferred from one property to another. 34 

e. Be displayed on the front door, or in a prominent location on the façade or nearby window not 35 
more than five (5) feet from the front door, measured from the edge of the door frame, 36 

f. Display the maximum number of occupants allowed,  37 
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g. Display the contact information for the local agent and Township, or Township designee. 1 

 2 

Section 2.2:  Exceptions and Exemptions 3 

A dwelling unit does not need a short-term rental permit as required in this Ordinance when the 4 
occupancy of the dwelling unit occurs under the following circumstances: 5 

a. Family occupancy. Any member of a family (and that family member’s guests) may occupy a 6 
dwelling as long as any other member of that family is the owner of the dwelling or dwelling unit. 7 
Family occupancy also exempts guest houses or similarly separate dwelling units located on the 8 
same premises as the owner's domicile, when occupied by family guests, exchange students, 9 
visiting clergy, medical caregivers, and child care givers, without compensation to the owner. 10 

b. House-sitting. During the temporary absence of the owner and owner's family the owner may 11 
permit non-owner occupancy of the premises, without compensation to the owner, without a 12 
short-term rental permit.  13 

c. Dwelling sales. Occupancy by a prior owner after the sale of a dwelling under a rental agreement. 14 

d.  Estate representative. Occupancy by a personal representative, trustee, or guardian of the estate 15 
and his family, with or without compensation.  16 

e. Limited Duration – Any dwelling unit that is rented on a short-term basis for fourteen (14) or less 17 
days per calendar year.  18 

 19 

Section 2.3:  Local Agent 20 

Each owner of a short-term rental shall designate a local agent meeting the criteria as defined in this 21 
Ordinance who has access to and authority to assume management of the short-term rental and take 22 
remedial measures.   23 

 24 

Section 2.4: Good Visitor Guidelines:  25 

A copy of the Good Visitor Guidelines established by the Township shall be provided to all occupants for 26 
review and remain on premises. 27 

 28 

Section 2.5:  Refuse and Recyclables  29 

The storage and disposal of all refuse and recyclables shall meet the following:  30 

a. All refuse and recyclables shall be stored in a container with a tight-fitting lid approved by the 31 
waste hauler.  32 

b. Refuse and recyclable containers shall be placed in front of the premise for pick up only on the 33 
day designated by the waste hauler.   34 

 35 

 36 

 37 
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Section 2.6:  Pets 1 

All pets shall be confined on the property or on a leash at all times.  Pets that cause frequent or long 2 
continued noise that disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity shall be found in violation 3 
of this ordinance. 4 

 5 

Section 2.7:  Wastewater  6 

The owner shall maintain a properly functioning septic system per the Acme Township Uniform Septage 7 
Control Ordinance (2004-2), or sewer connection per the Grand Traverse County Public Works 8 
Department Uniform Sewer Use Ordinance (1994, as amended). 9 

 10 

Section 2.8:  Parking 11 

All parking by the occupants and guests of a short-term rental shall only park in designated parking spaces 12 
as defined by this Ordinance.  13 

 14 

Section 2.9:  Fireworks 15 

The discharge of consumer fireworks is prohibited except on the day before, the day of, and the day after 16 
a National Holiday between the hours of 8:00 am and 1:00 am. Furthermore, the use of untethered sky 17 
lanterns shall be prohibited in Acme Township. 18 

 19 

Section 2.10:  Noise 20 

No person within the Township shall cause a noise or disturbance, which is defined as sound created by 21 
human activity with or without the use of any device, which by reason of its volume, intensity, location, 22 
or time of day impairs the health, welfare, or peace of another person of normal human sensibilities. This 23 
includes, but is not limited to, the following prohibited acts:  24 

a. The playing of any radio, television, phonograph, or other sound reproduction device, or musical 25 
instrument in such a manner or at such a volume as to be sufficiently audible to unreasonably 26 
annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of persons in the vicinity.  27 

b. The keeping of any animal or bird which, by causing frequent or long continued noise, shall 28 
unreasonably disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity.  29 

c. The use of any motor vehicle, including motorcycles, in such a manner as to create an 30 
unreasonably disturbing noise, including but not limited to, the screeching of tires and the 31 
discharge into the open air of exhaust from the engine without a sufficient muffler.  32 

d. Shouting or other raucous or boisterous behavior for an unreasonable length of time. 33 

 34 

Section 2.11:  Signage 35 

Signage advertising the existence of a short-term rental is prohibited.  36 

 37 

 38 



V4 – 08/24/17 
 

6 
 

Section 2.12: Events 1 

Special events are not permitted. 2 

 3 

Section 2.13:  Recreational Vehicles 4 

Recreational vehicles shall not be used on the property by occupants or the property owner while a short-5 
term rental is being occupied.   6 

 7 

ARTICLE 3: TOURIST HOME STANDARDS 8 

In addition to the General Standards in Article 2, the following standards shall apply to all tourist home 9 
short-term rentals: 10 

 11 

Section 3.1:  Maximum Occupancy 12 

The maximum occupancy of any tourist home shall be based on the number of bedrooms, whereas: 13 

a. A maximum of two (2) occupants per bedroom shall be allowed, 14 

b. A maximum of three (3) bedrooms shall be rented to occupants of a tourist home.  15 

The property owner shall inform the Township of any renovations or additions to the tourist home that 16 
will result in an increase in the maximum occupancy. 17 

 18 

Section 3.2:  Owner Occupancy 19 

The owner of the tourist home shall have their legal residence established at the location of the operation, 20 
and be living in the dwelling unit and present overnight at the time occupants are staying on the property.   21 

 22 

Section 3.3:  Application 23 

a. Responsibility – It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a tourist home to register the 24 
operation and obtain a permit from the Township.  25 

b. Application – The owner shall truthfully provide and certify as true the following on a form 26 
prepared and supplied by the Township: 27 

1. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the owner of the tourist home. 28 

2. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the designated local agent. 29 

3. The number of bedrooms in the tourist home intended to be used by occupants. 30 

4. A sketch of designated parking spaces.   31 

5. An affidavit signed by the owner acknowledging the provisions of this Ordinance, and all 32 
applicable local and state laws.  33 

c. Fee – An application for a tourist home permit under this Ordinance shall be accompanied by a 34 
fee in the amount established by resolution of the Acme Township Board.  There shall be no 35 
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proration of fees.  Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the Township Zoning 1 
Administrator.   2 

d. Renewal – All tourist home permits shall expire on December 31st of the calendar year they are 3 
issued.  The owner may reapply for the next calendar year at any point beginning on November 4 
1st.  5 

 6 

 7 

ARTICLE 4: VACATION HOME STANDARDS 8 

In addition to the General Standards in Article 2, the following standards shall apply to all vacation home 9 
short-term rentals: 10 

 11 

Section 4.1:  Maximum Occupancy  12 

The maximum allowed occupancy of a vacation home shall not exceed the lesser of: 13 

a. Two (2) occupants per bedroom, or 14 

b. For parcels under ten (10) acres in size the occupancy shall not exceed ten (10) occupants, or 15 

c. For parcels of ten (10) acres or more the occupancy shall not exceed fourteen (14) occupants.   16 

The property owner shall inform the Township of any renovations or additions to the vacation home that 17 
will result in an increased in the maximum occupancy. 18 

 19 

Section 4.2: Application 20 

a. Responsibility – It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a vacation home to register the 21 
operation and obtain a permit from the Township.  22 

b. Application – The owner shall truthfully provide and certify as true the following on a form 23 
prepared and supplied by the Township: 24 

1. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the owner of the vacation home. 25 

2. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the designated local agent. 26 

3. The number of bedrooms in the vacation home intended to be used by occupants. 27 

4. A description of the property that states the number of acres. 28 

5. A sketch of designated parking spaces.   29 

6. An affidavit signed by the owner acknowledging the provisions of this Ordinance, and all 30 
applicable local and state laws.  31 

c. Fee – An application for a vacation home permit under this Ordinance shall be accompanied by a 32 
fee in the amount established by resolution of the Acme Township Board.  There shall be no 33 
proration of fees.  Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the Township Zoning 34 
Administrator.   35 

d. Number of Permits – The number of vacation rental permits issued annually by the Township 36 
through application shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150).   Permittees that have a valid permit 37 
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and are in good standing with the Township shall have first priority in receiving a permit for the 1 
following calendar year.  The remaining balance of permits may be issued to applicants who have 2 
submitted a complete application.  If the number of applications, including renewal applications, 3 
exceeds one hundred fifty (150), then the Township will conduct a lottery to determine which of 4 
the new applicants shall receive a permit.    5 

e. Renewal – All vacation home permits shall expire on December 31st of the calendar year they are 6 
issued.  The owner of a permitted vacation home may reapply for the next calendar year at any 7 
point between October 1st and October 31st. All renewal permits shall be issued by November 15th. 8 
The number of permittees that have not submitted an application for renewal by October 31st 9 
shall have their permit added to the balance of permits available to new applicants and may apply 10 
as a new applicant.  11 

 12 

 13 

ARTICLE 5: VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 14 

 15 

Section 5.1:  Violations 16 

a. Violations – Any violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, or any other applicable local, state, 17 
or federal ordinance shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance. Each day a violation continues 18 
shall constitute a separate violation. 19 

b. Nuisance Per Se – A violation of this Ordinance shall be a nuisance per se.  The Township shall 20 
have the right to commence a municipal civil action to enforce compliance with this Ordinance. 21 

c. Administration – The Acme Township Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue all permits under 22 
this Ordinance and is also authorized to issue civil infraction violations notices and/or civil 23 
infraction citations for violations of this Ordinance.  24 

   25 

Section 5.2: Penalties 26 

a. Penalties – the following penalties shall apply for violating this Ordinance: 27 

1. Short-Term Rental Without a Permit 28 

i. First Violation – The first violation in a calendar year shall result in a Notice of 29 
Violation delivered to the property owner through certified mail. 30 

ii. Second Violation – The second violation in the same calendar year shall result in 31 
a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $750. 32 

iii. Third Violation – The third violation in the same calendar year shall result in a 33 
municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $1,500. 34 

iv. Fourth Violation – The fourth violation in the same calendar year shall result in 35 
municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $5,000 and/or 90 days in jail. 36 

2. All Other Violations 37 

i. First Violation – The first violation in a calendar year shall result in a Notice of 38 
Violation delivered to the property owner through certified mail. 39 
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ii. Second Violation – The second violation in the same calendar year shall result in 1 
a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $500. 2 

iii. Third Violation – The third violation in the same calendar year shall result in a 3 
municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $1,000. 4 

 5 

b. Revocation – The Township may revoke a short-term rental permit for any dwelling unit for the 6 
reasons below and through the subsequent procedure: 7 

1. Requirements for Revocation – A short-term rental permit may be revoked if at least three 8 
(3) separate violation incidents, occurring of three (3) separate days, within a calendar 9 
year.   10 

2. Revocation Procedure – Upon a determination by the Zoning Administrator that the short-11 
term rental permit of a dwelling is subject to revocation, the following procedure shall be 12 
in effect: 13 

i. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a notice to the property owner and local 14 
agent, in writing through certified mail, that the Township intends to revoke the 15 
short-term rental permit. 16 

ii. The property owner or local agent may request a hearing before the Township 17 
Board to show cause as to why the short-term rental permit should not be 18 
revoked within fourteen (14) days of service of the notice.   19 

iii. If a hearing is timely requested, then the Zoning Administrator shall inform the 20 
property owner and/or local agent, and Township Board of the time and place of 21 
the hearing.   22 

iv. The property owner and/or local agent may present evidence at the hearing that 23 
the violations of this Ordinance were due to extenuating circumstances. If the 24 
Township Board finds the violations to be due to extenuating circumstances, then 25 
they may elect to waive the revocation.  Otherwise, the revocation of the short-26 
term rental permit shall become effective. 27 

3. Duration – Upon revocation of a short-term rental permit, a property owner may not 28 
reapply for a new short-term rental permit for the dwelling at that address, or any 29 
additional dwellings in Acme Township, for a period of thirty six (36) months.  30 

4. Subsequent Revocations – Any property owner who has had a short-term rental permit 31 
revoked twice for the same short-term rental shall be permanently prohibited operating 32 
a short-term rental at that location.  Furthermore, the property owner shall be prohibited 33 
from applying for any additional, new short-term rentals in the Township.  If the property 34 
owner has other short-term rentals permitted in good standing in the Township at the 35 
time of the prohibition, then the property owner shall be allowed to reapply for a permit 36 
for those existing short-term rentals. 37 
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